THE COMPASS
Newsletter of the Knights of Columbus
Fr. Michael Cottrell Council 7672
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Grove City, Florida

January - February 2019 - Winter - Happy New Year
“They, when they saw the star they were glad beyond all measure; and so, going
into the dwelling, they found the child there, with his mother Mary, and fell down
to worship him; and, opening their store of treasures, they offered him gifts, or
gold and frankincense and myrrh.” Matthew 2, 10-11
“Afterwards, because they had received a warning in a dream forbidding them to
go back to Herod, they returned to their country by a different way.” Matthew 2:12
“As soon as they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, Rise up, take with thee the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt; there
remain until I give thee word. For Herod will soon be making search for the child
to destroy him.” Matthew 2:13
“Meanwhile, when he found that the wise men had played him false, Herod was
angry beyond measure; he sent and made away with all the male children in
Bethlehem and in all its neighborhood, of two years old and less, . . .”
Matthew 2:1

Feast of the Holy Innocents
February 28th, 2019
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Archbishop Joseph F. Nauman, US: Chair of the Committee on Pro-Life of The
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, (USCCB) asks for your prayers to
end Abortion:

‘PROTECTING THE LIFE OF THE UNBORN
CHILDREN IS THE PRE-EMINENT HUMAN
RIGHTS ISSUE OF OUR TIME, NOT ONLY
BECAUSE OF THE SHEER MAGNITUDE OF THE
NUMBERS BUT BECAUSE ABORTION ATTACKS
THE SANCTUARY OF LIFE, THE FAMILY’

His statement on January 18, 2019, marked the 46th
anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 1973 U.S. Supreme
Court decision legalizing abortion in all 50 states.
Archbishop Naumann gave the opening prayer at the
March for Life the same day,.

For the Good of the Order
January 2018

During January we ask your prayers for our Grand Knight Don Kasson who has been experiencing
serious health problems over the past month. We also ask you to pray for all our Past Grand Knights,
our District Deputy and all our Officers that they may all may receive the Lord’s blessings and good
health, now and in the future. We also ask for your prayers for all of our families and friends, living
and dead for whom we have prayed over the past year that Our Lord will pour out blessings and
peace upon them. Please pray for the family of Sir Knight Michael Meehan whose parents are to
be laid to rest on Thursday Jan 23rd. Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and may perpetual light
shine upon them and all our faithful departed. May they rest in Peace. Amen.
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January Birthdays 2019 - Brother Knights, Council 7672/Assembly 2782
Paul Barette

Gene Formanek

Sean Matson

Paul Bowen

Michael Gannon

William Rennie

Alexander Cappello

Samer Istafanous

Raymond Reser

Frank Deutmeyer

Charles Kahler

Matthew Rooney

Hugh Flanders

Anthoney LaBay

Brian Wells

Edward Lines

Grand Knights Report – January 2018
This past December was a very active month. Our Christmas
dinner and dance was a complete success. We had a sellout with
both Knight and Parish members. Thank-you to our members
who made the event such a success.
Reminder: Brothers, it’s extremely critical that each Knight maintain his volunteer
hours for 2019 (Copy of New 2019 form on page 13). Please remember to sign-in
for your volunteer hours at each event. Those hour include not just Knight projects;
any volunteering you may do such as Outreach, Hospice, Veterans home, Pregnancy
center; any hours spent in service to our parish or community. Ed Wilson must
submit to our supreme master our hours of contribution for the year. In the past, we
had to guess but know it is way below the actual time. Let’s show them just how
much we do contribute because we are a very generous contributor to our parish and
community!
(See table of events on page 4)
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12/01/18
12/02/18
12/03/18

Saturday
Sunday
Monday

12/09/18
12/10/18

Sunday
Monday

12/10/18
12/13/18
12/21/18
12/30/18

Monday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday

6:00pm
10:00am
6:00pm
7:30pm
8:30am
5:30pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
10:30 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM

Christmas dinner/dance
40th Anniversary Mass
Officers meeting
Assembly meeting
Pancake breakfast with Santa
Ladies Auxiliary officers meeting
Council social/speaker
Business meeting
Delivered 128 coats to Englewood Elementary School
Delivered 60 coats to Vineland Elementary School
Corporate Communion Breakfast - Hills Golf Center

Blessings to all
Brother Knights & Ladies
Donald Kasson – Grand Knight

Supreme Chaplain Archbishop Willian E. Lori:
Monthly Challenge - January 2019
After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came
from heaven, "You are my beloved Son; with you I am well
pleased."(Gospel for Jan. 13, Lk. 3:21-22)
Think about it. Do you really see yourself as a beloved son in whom your Heavenly Father
is well pleased? To be honest, most men, including this archbishop, go through seasons
when we don’t seem to sense that our father is well-pleased. Maybe we see ourselves as
self-made men who don’t owe our father anything. Maybe we did not experience love
from our dad, and the very idea of being beloved is ludicrous. Maybe instead of Jesus’
actual words, we hear, “This is my wayward son, in whom I am much disappointed.” Yet
we know that we are baptized into Christ and share in his identity as the beloved son.
Being beloved sons is the bedrock of our identity. The plain fact is that your heavenly
Father is well-pleased with you.

This month I challenge you to hear the Heavenly Father
saying these words—“you are my beloved son”—personally
to you, and reflect on your identity in him. I recommend that
you do so, if possible, in Adoration. Secondly I challenge
you to spend time with someone who loves you
unconditionally. Ask them why? Their answer should give
you a small glimpse of God’s unconditional love for you.
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From our Spiritual Advisor
Deacon Bob Godlewsky
Thoughts on the Anniversary of Roe vs Wade

Dear Knights and Ladies,
One of our biggest missions as Knights of Columbus is the Pro-Life movement. I would venture
to say that every council has a monument to the Unborn either at the parish such as we do to the
right of our church entrance, or at their council home.
Forty-six years ago, there was a landmark legal decision issued on January 22, 1973, in which the
U.S. Supreme Court struck down a Texas statute banning abortion, effectively legalizing the
procedure across the United States. The court held that a woman’s right to an abortion was implicit
in the right to privacy protected by the 14th Amendment to the Constitution. Prior to that, abortion
had been illegal throughout much of the country since the late 19th century.
In 1969, Norma McCorvey, a Texas woman in her early 20’s, sought to terminate an unwanted
pregnancy. In court documents, McCorvey became known as “Jane Roe.” In 1970, her attorneys
filed a lawsuit on behalf of McCorvey and all the other women “who were or might become
pregnant and want to consider all options,” against Henry Wade, the District Attorney of Dallas
County, where McCorvey lived. The challenge to the state’s abortion ban was eventually appealed
to the U.S. Supreme Court where the ban on abortions was finally overturned in its Roe vs. Wade
decision.
During this period of court challenges, Norma McCorvey gave birth and put her child up for
adoption. She maintained a low profile following the court’s decision, but in the 1980s she was
active in the abortion rights movement. However, in the mid-1990s, after becoming friends with
the head of an anti-abortion group and converting to Catholicism, she turned into a vocal opponent
of the procedure.
Roe vs. Wade has been called a monumental decision, when in reality, it was a catastrophic
decision. Each of the 60 million abortions in the United States since 1973 is a tragedy. One of them
could have found a cure for cancer, another a cure for Alzheimer’s disease, and another could have
had the answer to achieving world peace, … but we will never know because now they are all
gone.
There are 4,000 abortions every day in America, 1,460,000 each year. These are staggering
numbers to be sure. A recent government report has revealed that Planned Parenthood, the nation’s
largest abortion provider, received over $1.5 billion in taxpayer funds from 2013 to 2015. Planned
Parenthood performs over 300,000 abortions a year. As Knights this is and must remain first and
foremost in our minds and prayer life.
And as we say the Fatima Prayer during our rosary, “O My Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from
the fires of Hell and lead all souls to Heaven, especially those who are in most need of Thy mercy,
…” let us add “…particularly the unborn, about to be aborted, now immersed in water, please
baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”
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Meditative Writings on St. Francis of Assisi: January 2019
The Burning Passion of St. Francis of Assisi
By Brian Kranick (Excerpt No.5)

For several years Francis lived in a small cottage, in an intense life of prayer and
severe bodily discipline. He also begged for money to continue repairs to the
chapel and other churches. After repairing San Damiano, he moved on to repair
San Pietro della Spina, and then, the Portiuncula, or Little Portion, dedicated to
Our Lady of the Angels. St. Bonaventure later recounted that Francis’ restoration
of these three churches symbolized the three orders he would later establish: the
Order of Friars Minor, the Poor Clares for women, and the Third Order of St.
Francis for the laity. During mass at the
Portiuncula, he heard the gospel reading,
“Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor
bag, nor bread, nor money; and do not have
two tunics.” (Lk. 9:3) This made a profound
impact upon Francis as if Jesus Himself had
commissioned him. He set off with only a
common peasant’s tunic tied by a cord, to
preach the good news of penance and
salvation to all he met.
Francis, the “poor man of Assisi,” continued to live the life of renouncement and
poverty. With Francis’ tremendous charisma and preaching, he soon began to
develop a large group of followers. They too were converted to a life of radical
poverty of Christ, of begging and serving the poor and preaching the Gospel. Their
life of self-martyrdom consisted of mortifications, penances, and prayer. In 1209,
after Pope Innocent III had a remarkably vivid dream of Francis holding up the
papal Lateran Basilica, he gave approval to the first Rule of the Order. They had
tonsured haircuts and an austere habit made of coarse grey cloth with a pointed
hood and a knotted cord around their waist. Francis was also ordained a deacon;
in his profound humility, he did not deem himself worthy to be ordained a
priest. Once his Order was established, the friars lived by the rules of poverty,
chastity and obedience to the Roman Catholic Church.
Author: Brian Kranick. Excerpt taken from “The Burning Passion of St. Francis of Assisi” Brian
is a freelance writer focusing on all things Catholic. In addition to other studies, he has a master's
degree in Systematic Theology from Christendom College. He has spent years working as an
analyst in the Intelligence Community, and currently resides with his wife and three children in
the Pacific Northwest. See his blog at: sacramentallife.com.
See the entire article in “Catholic Exchange October 4, 2016 go to
https://catholicexchange.com/burning-passion-st-francis-assisi
Correction: This column in the Dec 2018 issue of the Compass was actually (Excerpt No.4) not (Excerpt No.5). We
apologize for any confusion. Thank You.
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The PATRIOT

Newsletter of 4th Degree Assembly 2782
Meetings are on the 1st Monday of the month
7:00 p.m. in the Church Hall

★ Important upcoming events for our Assembly and Council may be announced for ★
January and February. Watch your email for “Blast” announcements from
Brother Steve Aynes.

Editorial Message
Recent Issues of the Compass were published as early as possible each month, in order to
announce upcoming events of the Knights Council, Ladies Auxiliary, the Parish and the Diocese.
Monthly issues have routinely contained leadership reports, council or organizational news such
as upcoming elections and results, reports of upcoming and completed activities and events, prayer
requests, and occasional stories of our individual Knights and members of the Ladies Auxiliary
for the purpose of “getting-to-know-one-another-better.”
This January Issue is different. It is being published within the last ten days of January. There
are several factors which led the editorial staff of the Compass to move our publication date nearer
to the middle of the month. Some of these are:
• The heightened activity surrounding the recent holidays, including travel away to see and connect
with family and friends, and/or the travel of family and friends to come to Florida and enjoy your
hospitality or simply the many celebratory activities that take place either at home or with friends
does not lend itself to the pressures of publishing a newsletter. We have come to believe that there
is no pressing need for an early month publication date.
• There has been an increase in the number, nature and source of “event information” including
liturgical, devotional, business, educational, social, recreational, entertainment, as well as public
service or fund-raising events arising from our Council, the Ladies Auxiliary, and other parish
organizations as well as the Diocese to name a few. Most of these event dates are available to you
and your families in a variety of ways other than our Compass newsletter. These include:
* Organizational meeting announcements, calendars or minutes,
* The Sunday St. Francis of Assisi Church Bulletin,
* The Knights of Columbus Website at - https://www.kofc7672.org
* The St. Francis of Assisi Parish Website at - www.sfoachurch.com
**To use these websites, copy the address to your browser and hit enter.
The Compass will continue to publish the current and next month’s calendars at the end of each
monthly issue for your reference. We appreciate your understanding and continued readership of
the Compass and always welcome your thoughts and comments.

The Compass Editorial Staff

7

Special Event Report: The “Walk for Life” at Saint Francis of Assisi 2019

(Above) At this annual event participants walked and prayed to bring
about a Culture of Life and to defend the right to life of all unborn
children.
(Right) And all who took part in the walk could not miss the jet
contrails that formed a sign in the sky above the parish grounds, as
they made their prayerful walk.
This spiritual event took place on the
Church grounds. Those who marched
prayed the rosary as a group while
stopping at the various shrines along
the way. Almost one out of every five
babies in the U.S, is aborted annually.
And every year hundreds of thousands
of pro-life advocates participate in a
national walk for life.
(Left) Many young people took part in the walk and were actively
involved in the readings at each stop at the various shrines. In addition
to the walkers, those unable to walk gathered in the Church to pray the
Rosary during the walk.
(Right) The walk ended at the parish Memorial to the Unborn victims
of abortion located at the front entrance to the Church. Free will
donations collected at the
walk will go to the
Pregnancy Care-Line in
Port
Charlotte
which
provides
support
and
mentoring for pregnant
women in our area. The
inscription
reads:
In
Memory of the Unborn :
They are sleeping with Angels.
Photos by Brother Dick Woodcroft.
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“ Knight’s Notes, . . Issues, . . Highlights . . and News. .”
★ (P)rayerful ★ (S)ocial ★ (C)haritable

Opportunities:

January 2019:
(S) • Spaghetti Dinner - Jan 24th 4:00 to 7:00 pm - $10 Adults / Under 12 eat free.
(C) • Tootsie Roll - Publix Merchants Crossing. Jan 31st, continued Feb 1st & 2nd.
Collectors still needed. Contact Bro. Gil Ulrich (941) 697-1212 to volunteer.

February 2019:
(S) • The GOLDTONES - Friday, Feb 1st 7:00 to 9:00 pm - $20/Person for
tickets contact Steve & Virginia Aynes at (941) 697-7080 or email Grand
Knight Don Kasson at koc7672@comcast.net. (See flier pg. 10)

(C) • Tootsie Roll - Publix Merchants Crossing. cont. Feb 1st & 2nd. Collectors
still needed. Contact Bro. Gil Ulrich (941) 697-1212 to volunteer.

(P) • Diocese of Venice Men’s Conference - Feb 2nd Bishop Verot High School,
Fort Myers FL 9:00 am to 3:00 pm - $20 Adults / $5 Students to Preregister
Call (941) 484-9546 or go to Diocese website www.dioceseofvenice.org

(S & C) • Diocese of Venice - “Teach A Man to Fish” Gala - Saturday,
February 2, 2019 - 6:30 pm Englewood Elks Club Lodge #2378, 401 N.
Indiana Ave, Englewood, FL www.dioceseofvenice.org (See flier pg. 11)

(P) • Diocese of Venice Women’s Conference - Feb 16th Bishop Verot High
School, Fort Myers FL 9:00 am to 3:00 pm - $20 Adults / $5 Students Preregister Call (941) 484-9543 or at the website www.dioceseofvenice.org

(P) • Diocese of Venice Cursillo Day at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat
Center - Saturday, Feb 16st 8:30 am to 2:30 pm - $16/Person suggested
donation (See flier pg. 12)

(C) • Women’s Guild - Rummage Sale Parish Center (Muscle Needed to unload
cars) Wed. Feb 20th 9am-3pm and Thur. Feb 21st 9am-1pm. Sign up to
volunteer with Kathy Altenburg 941-698-9130

March 2019:
(P) • St. Francis of Assisi - Parish Lenten Mission - Week of March 10th. Plan
on March 11th SOUP SUPPER by Knights Council and Ladies Auxiliary.
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8th Annual
Teach a Man to Fish Gala
Saturday, February 2nd, 2019
6:30 p.m. Cocktails
7:30 p.m. Dinner
Cash Bar
Semi-Formal Dress
$65 per person

Location:
Englewood Elks Lodge
#2378
Address::
401 N. Indiana Avenue
Englewood FL, 34223
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