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Lenten Thoughts from our Spiritual Advisor - Deacon Bob Godlewsky
The purpose of Lenten sacrifice is to deny one's own immediate pleasure for the sake, and the service,
of somebody else. This activity puts us in touch with the greatest of all acts of self-denial for the sake
of others: the passion of Jesus. Probably the best and most demanding, area of self-denial is to keep
quiet longer and really listen to somebody else. As some have said this is one of the reasons God
gave us two ears and only one mouth, so we can listen twice as much as we talk.
As a rule, we love to butt in when others are talking. Someone has a sad tale to talk about. We interject:
"That same thing happened to me some time ago...." Or somebody has good news to tell - an
engagement, a new job, the winning of the lottery, etc. We say that we are glad.. .but our wheels start
spinning about our own involvement, and we think, "I can top that" Simon Peter was not practicing
self-denial on the Mount of Transfiguration. It was a beautiful experience for him. He saw the radiant
beauty of his Master. He had a glimpse of heaven. Peter should have quieted down, to let it all sink in.
He didn’t. He broke the spell with chatter about “Let’s pitch our tents and stay forever!”
God was annoyed. He used all of nature for "stage effects" - just to get attention. "Quiet down," he
said. "Pay attention to Jesus. Quit chattering and listen!" Peter finally got the point. Let's hope that we
don't have to be startled out of our wits before we learn the importance of unselfish listening.
Make listening a part of your prayer time. There is something for us to learn from every person we
meet. Even a child may have discovered something of God’s infinite kingdom which we have not. We
gain new insights and bits of wisdom from every relationship. Our listening attitude helps us to turn
every experience into an opportunity to learn and grow.
Let us ask ourselves this Lent what we can do to be better, more listening, more loving persons, how
we can more generously express our goodwill toward others. Are there attitudes, concepts, and habits
that could be improved?
Can we use our time and energy more wisely and productively? Are we loving and giving? How can
we let go, release that which we want to release, and become what we are meant to be?
At prayer-and then with every one you meet today-whisper to yourself what God shouted at Simon
Peter: "Listen... listen... listen."
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Supreme Chaplain : Archbishop Willian E. Lori:
Monthly Challenge March 2019
“So, he got up and went back to his father. While he was still a
long way off, his father caught sight of him, and was filled with
compassion. He ran to his son, embraced him and kissed
him.” (Gospel for Mar. 31, Lk 15:20)
My brother Knights, here we encounter upon some of the most stunningly beautiful words
in the entire Gospel: the reunion of the prodigal son with his father. As Jesus describes
the scene, I invite you to put yourself in three different sets of shoes. First, imagine that
you are the father, seeing your own flesh and blood, your son, coming home. Second,
imagine that you are the prodigal son, expecting the worst, but finding that your father is
moved with compassion. Third, imagine that you are the hard-working older brother,
watching this reunion from a critical distance. Becoming the man we are means that we
can learn from all three: embracing others with the mercy of the father; running to our
heavenly Father like the Prodigal, and with the older brother, hearing the father’s words
spoken to us—that “all that I have is yours’.”
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month I challenge you to be like the Prodigal Father by making the first move: take
the first step toward another person in your life to encourage or forgive them. Secondly I
challenge you to prayerfully write a list of things in your life for which you are grateful.
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Meditative Writings on Saint Francis of Assisi:
The Burning Passion of Saint Francis of Assisi
By Brian Kranick (Excerpt No. 6)

Francis also sought to evangelize others and save souls, which manifested itself in his
missionary work. In 1219, Francis travelled with the crusaders to Egypt, but not as a
knight in battle as he had imagined in his youth, but now as a missionary for Christ. Pope
Honorius III had enacted the Fifth Crusade to retake the Holy Land and Jerusalem. Since
his initial conversion, Francis had been living a life of spiritual martyrdom and physical
mortifications. Now, with the crusaders surrounding the Egyptian city of Damietta on the
edge of Cairo, Francis was prepared to offer up his life as a true martyr for Christ. After
warning the crusaders that they would lose the battle and suffer horrible losses, they
attacked anyway. Once the Muslim forces won the battle, with some 5,000 crusaders
killed and another 1,000 taken prisoner, a truce was called. It was at this time with the
battle barely simmered down that Francis and one of his companions were permitted to
enter the camp of the Saracens and approach the Sultan al-Malik al-Kamil.
Francis boldly entered enemy territory, prepared to die, armed only with his zeal to save
souls. He was immediately beaten and chained by the Saracens, and brought before the
Sultan. There, he informed the Sultan that he came as a messenger of God to reveal the
truth of Christianity and save the Sultan’s soul. Despite the Imams’ urging to cut off
Francis’ head, the Sultan was moved by Francis’ concern for the Sultan’s eternal
salvation. One of Francis’ companions described the Sultan, “that cruel beast,” who in
response to Francis, “became sweetness itself.” By God’s grace, Francis was allowed to
stay for weeks in the court of the Sultan, discussing theology and evangelizing him. The
Sultan refused to convert to Christianity, at least publicly and be killed by his followers, so
Francis eventually returned to the crusader encampment, undoubtedly to their
amazement. According to oral tradition, the Sultan converted on his deathbed and
embraced the faith of Saint Francis.
(Continued on Page 4)
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Francis’ companion, Brother Illuminato, said that after hearing Francis preach, the Sultan
“always had the Christian faith imprinted in his heart.” As a lasting legacy of Francis’
encounter, the Franciscans were later made custodians of the Christian holy sites in the
Holy Land and Middle East, a position they still hold today. After his brush with
martyrdom, Saint Francis updated the Order’s Rule of 1221, Regula non Bullata, chapter
XVI, on travelling and evangelizing in Muslim territory by quoting the Lord thusly: “Behold
I send you as sheep in the midst of wolves.” (Mt. 10:16) His recommendation was to
boldly proclaim the Gospel of Christ, even if it meant persecution and death.
Author: Brian Kranick. Excerpt taken from “The Burning Passion of St. Francis of Assisi” Brian
is a freelance writer focusing on all things Catholic. In addition to other studies, he has a master's
degree in Systematic Theology from Christendom College. He has spent years working as an
analyst in the Intelligence Community, and currently resides with his wife and three children in
the Pacific Northwest. See his blog at: sacramentallife.com.
See the entire article in “Catholic Exchange October 4, 2016 go to
https://catholicexchange.com/burning-passion-st-francis-assisi

For the Good of the Order :
February - March 2019

As we enter into Lent we ask your prayers for several special intentions.
We ask that you pray for our current Grand Knight Don Kasson for a full recovery from his health
problems. We also ask for your prayers for our Past Grand Knight’s Joe Pizzuto and Chuck Kahler
that the Lord might send down on each of these men His blessings and healing.
And please include in your Lenten prayers all of our families and friends, living and dead for whom
we have prayed during this past year that Our Lord will pour out blessings and peace upon them
and continue to watch over them. O Lord we ask that your perpetual light shine upon them and all
our faithful departed. May they rest in the peace and happiness of Your Presence. Amen.
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